[image: A blue and red flag

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
[image: A blue and red flag

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
EU-ASEAN SUSTAINABLE CONNECTIVITY PACKAGE – TRADE (SCOPE TRADE) 
Workshop
Circularity, Trade and SMEs 
Wednesday, 7 October 2026 | 09:00-16:00 
Venue: Address, Bangkok

About
The transition towards more circular and resource-efficient economies is increasingly shaping trade, investment and industrial policies, with important implications for the competitiveness of small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs). As sustainability requirements evolve and resource constraints intensify, SMEs face growing pressure to improve resource efficiency, adapt production processes and respond to changing market and value-chain expectations.

At the same time, the circular economy presents opportunities for SMEs to reduce costs, improve productivity, strengthen resilience and access new markets and value chains. More efficient use of materials, energy and other resources can help businesses reduce their exposure to supply-chain disruptions and resource price volatility, while circular approaches can create new opportunities for innovation and value creation.

Trade can play an important role in enabling this transition by facilitating access to technologies, services, inputs and markets that support more circular production systems. Trade and investment policies, standards and other enabling measures can also help create the conditions for SMEs to adopt circular practices and participate in circular value chains.

To support this discussion, the International Trade Centre (ITC), in collaboration with the Enterprise and Stakeholder Engagement Division (ESED) of the ASEAN Secretariat and with support from the ASEAN Coordinating Committee on Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (ACCMSME), under the EU-ASEAN Sustainable Connectivity Package – Trade (SCOPE - Trade) Project, is convening an in-person workshop to deepen understanding of the linkages between circularity, trade and SME competitiveness.

Through technical inputs, practical examples, facilitated discussions and group exercises, the workshop will explore how circular economy principles are influencing trade and value chains, the opportunities and constraints SMEs face in adopting circular practices, and the role of trade and investment policies in enabling circular business practices and value chains.

Participants will explore:
· The relationship between circularity, trade and SME competitiveness; 
· Key opportunities and challenges for SMEs in adopting circular business models; 
· Examples of SME-led circular solutions and resource efficiency practices; and 
· The role of trade- and investment-related policies in enabling circular value chains.





AGENDA – 7 OCTOBER 

 
	Time
	Session



	08:30 – 09:00
	Participant arrival

	09:00 – 09:30
	Opening and Scene Setting
Welcome remarks by ITC and ASEAN Secretariat/ACCMSME, followed by an overview of the workshop objectives, expected outcomes and participant introductions.
Speakers: 
ASEC representative
Maharti Rihana, SCOPE Trade Output 3 Coordinator



	09:30 – 10:15
	Session 1: Circularity, trade and SME competitiveness 
Introduction to the linkages between circularity, trade and SME competitiveness, including how resource efficiency and circular practices can help SMEs reduce costs, strengthen resilience and create opportunities for participation in regional and global value chains.
Speaker: 
Ana Batalhone, ITC 


	10:15 – 10:45
	Session 2: SMEs driving circular solutions - practical examples and lessons learned
Presentation of selected examples of SMEs adopting circular and resource-efficiency solutions, highlighting practical lessons and the enabling conditions that support their implementation, including access to technology, finance, skills, markets and value-chain partnerships.
Speaker: 
Ana Batalhone, ITC 


	10:45 – 11:15
	Coffee Break

	11:15 – 12:15
	Session 3: Interactive Discussion - opportunities and challenges for ASEAN SMEs
Facilitated discussion drawing on participants’ country and sector experiences to identify key opportunities for SMEs from circularity, as well as the main barriers they face in adopting circular and resource-efficient practices.
Speaker: 
Ana Batalhone, ITC 
Maharti Rihana, SCOPE Trade Output 3 Coordinator


	12:15 – 13:30
	Lunch Break

	13:30 – 15:00
	Session 4: Facilitating an enabling trade policy framework to for circular value chains
This two-part session will explore emerging trends in circular economy and examine how trade policy instruments can be leveraged to foster circular value chains with particular focus on SMEs in the ASEAN 

Part I: Emerging Trends in Circular Economy and Relevance for ASEAN (45 mins)

An overview of emerging global trends and policy developments – such as the Extended Producer Responsibility) - that influence trade in circular economy products, alongside a high-level review of developments within ASEAN affecting the treatment and movement of CE products.

Part II: Trade Policy Instruments to Foster Circular Value Chains (45 mins)

An exploration of how trade and investment policies can be leveraged to foster trade in circular economy goods (e.g. import/quantitative restrictions, labelling, quality requirements, etc.). This session will consider how policy frameworks can facilitate SMEs’ access to relevant technologies, services, inputs and markets to enable SMEs to participate more effectively in regional and global circular value chains. 

Speaker: 
Colette van der Ven, Trade and Sustainability Expert, ITC (TBC)

	15:00 – 15:40
	Session 6: Interactive Group Exercise – From Barriers to Policy Solutions
Participants work in groups to identify key barriers affecting SMEs’ participation in circular value chains and explore relevant policy responses. The exercise will also consider where national action, regional cooperation and knowledge exchange could help address common challenges.
Speaker: 
ITC representative



	15:40 – 16:00
	Wrap-up and Closing
Facilitator:
Maharti Rihana, SCOPE Trade Output 3 Coordinator
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